The SJD – Die Falken

The ‘Sozialistische Jugend Deutschlands – Die Falken’ (Socialist Youth of Germany - The Falcons) is a voluntary union 
 of children and young people. For over 100 years, exactly since 1904, children and young people have used the structures of our organization to campaign for their interests. This is where children and young people experiencing participation, to go camping, are politically active or involved as volunteers in the work with groups.
Another important aspect in our work is the international exchanges with our partner organizations all over the world. We are fighting for a society without discrimination because of social class, sex, origin, disabilities or sexual orientation. We are committed to any form of discrimination, suppression and disadvantage.

The SJD-Die Falken is a member of the German Federal Youth Council (DBJR) and in the umbrella organizations of the Socialist International (International Falcon Movement – Socialist Educational International (IFM-SEI) and also a member of the International Union of Socialist Youth (IUSY)). Besides the Falken are member of the National Coalition for the implementation of the UN Children´s Right Convention as a part of the co-ordination group.

Further information: www.sjd-die-falken.de
Das KinderrechteCamp 2008

SJD – Die Falken organized a children´s right camp in 2008 to assess the implementation of the Children´s Rights Convention from the point of view of children and young people. The so-called “shadow report” was, among other things, also based on the results of the camp.

The camp offered a space for children and youth to share their perspectives on the reality of life. In the course of four days, some 1,200 children and young people between the ages of six and eighteen years old from all over Germany have evaluated  the implementation of children´s right convention in areas of daily life in about 70 workshops. In many methodological workshops, participants shared perceptions and developed their ideas. All comments reflect the original view of children and teenagers. It is their criticisms, ideas, suggestions and wishes to implement children's rights in Germany that have found their creative expression in various ways. The numerous results of the workshops has been summarized in a variegated and creative way by the children and young people - in songs and poems, in plays and films, photo stories, sculptures and vision boxes, on t-shirts and banners.The Federal Board of the SJD – Die Falken has the original citations in the context of youth policy "translated". The originals can be found in the attachment.
All results are presented in detail in the DVD „Hand in Hand für Kinderrechte. Ein Beitrag zum Schattenbericht von Kindern und Jugendlichen (SJD – Die Falken, 2008).

The ‘future workshop’ method

To implement the idea of a Children’s Rights Camp, we opted for the ‘future workshop’ method. The future workshop is an ideal way of working on an issue with children and young people. It is group-based, driven by inputs from the young participants and sharply focused. Its aim is a contribution, the output of the production phase. 

The classic future workshop has three phases – (1) a critique phase, (2) a fantasy phase and (3) an implementation phase. For the Children’s Rights Camp, we adapted the model for our purposes by adding another phase, so that the phases of our workshop were (1) the critique phase, (2) the fantasy phase, (3) a new phase, known as the production phase, and (4) the implementation phase. 

1. Critique phase: The critique phase was the time for grumbling. The aim was to review the present situation critically. What annoys me? What do I not like? What makes me dissatisfied? The views expressed were not assessed. All were equally important. They gave the participants an overview, enabling them to immerse themselves in the issue and to address their concerns and interests relating to it. The main criticisms expressed in each workshop were collected on a large whinge board.   

2. Fantasy phase: A utopia is an idealised vision of what a particular thing should be or look like, and devising a utopia is precisely what the fantasy phase is all about. It is a matter of imagining the potential elements of a world that was free of all the criticised defects and what should be achieved in such a world in which children’s rights were fully guaranteed. The main wishes and expectations were affixed to a utopian sky board. 

3. Production phase: The groups then devoted themselves to the creative embodiment of their insights and findings. An entire day was spent on practical work on the components of our contribution to the shadow report. The children and young people now fleshed out their chosen methodological framework – drama, a writers’ workshop, graffiti, model-making, water-colour painting, etc. When this work was completed, the results were formally presented in the framework of a large exhibition and performed on the stage. 

4. Implementation phase: The Children’s Rights Camp was a major step on the way to familiarisation with the Convention on the Rights of the Child. That, however, does not equate to the realisation of those rights. For that reason, the last morning focused on how the camp should be followed up. The regional groups of Die Falken met to discuss the camp, to share their impressions of it and to plan forthcoming local activities.

Applying the method

Division into spheres: Each of the five spheres (Lebensbereiche or ‘areas of life’) had its own  chairperson. They carried an umbrella in the colour of their sphere/star point and wore a hat of the same colour. After the introductory programme on the stage, the children and young people went and stood beside the brightly coloured hats – and umbrellas – of their choice, thereby dividing themselves up into the various spheres. It took only a few minutes for more than a thousand youngsters to allocate themselves to the sphere that would provide them with a reference point for their activities over the next few days. Each of them was free to choose which sphere to which he or she wanted to belong. The spheres and the programme were known to them in advance, and so the programme on stage was primarily an emotional attunement to the activities of the following days. 

Division into workshops in the spheres: After a quick change of venue the sphere groups met in their respective villages, where they were welcomed by their chairpersons with their hats and umbrellas. After a short game involving the entire group and the presentation of the programme for the weekend, it was time to choose workshops. Once they had been introduced to the planned output that was to be achieved by means of diverse methods in the workshops, the youngsters chose the workshops that best matched their interests and needs.  

The age mix: The wide range of impressions and opinions were not determined primarily by the specific perspectives of the various age groups but by ways of looking at life that spanned the age spectrum. For this reason there were workshops with a variety of age groups in all five spheres during the Children’s Rights Camp. There were also other opportunities for joint activities involving children and young people from different age groups with different levels of prior knowledge.  

Participation: Getting youngsters involved demands approaches, methods and environments that suit their needs and do not steer them towards an adult agenda. The Children’s Rights Camp was an impressive creative demonstration of the value of political work with children and young people. The discussion of children’s rights is very much a matter for children and young people, not just about them. 

Starting points: The Convention was approached from the reality of youngsters’ lives. The participants had the widest possible freedom to choose their subjects and methods. All contributions from the workshops for the report were to use creative forms of expression to which children and young people could easily relate. There were no stipulations regarding the format in which outcomes were to be delivered.

Assessment of the approach: In some workshops, 13-year-olds reflected with 18-year-olds on what life might be like without homework. Young people aged 17 made a film on children’s rights with 11-year-olds. 

Children and young people know exactly what they want to see changed and what must be made to work better. Some of their utopias may seem unrealistic, but only those who are convinced by their wishes will strive to have them realised.

By choosing the right method, in other words, it is possible to bridge wide age gaps among participants. This was a great and important experience for all of us. Our approach, based on the method of the future workshop, worked well with more than 1,200 youngsters. It was an alltogether impressive venture. 
Outcomes from the five spheres 

In order to reduce the voluminous Convention on the Rights of the Child, with its numerous provisions on children’s rights, to manageable proportions, the workshops each focused on one of five areas of everyday life, namely the spheres of family, school, leisure, politics and the environment. At this point, in conformity with the structure of the country report, the main points of the youngster’s criticisms and demands were presented. 

The findings of the discussions in the five spheres provided particularly clear insight into the world of children and young people. One such finding was the conclusion that there is far too little awareness of the Convention on the Rights of the Child among both children and adults in general (See section I(B) of the country report). 

Cross-sphere findings (See section III(A), (B) and (C) of the country report)
· In all of the contexts in which they live their daily lives, children and young people experience various dimensions of violence. They referred to experiences of physical violence both among children and young people and in the domestic environment. They also described experiences of psychological and structural violence. 
· Children and young people feel the effects of financial problems. These take the form of inherited poverty but also of uncertainty about the future and fear of social marginalisation. It is impossible to overlook the way in which insecure living and working conditions impact directly on people’s well-being and on their ability to think in terms of future prospects. Children and young people also show a perspicacious and critical awareness of these phenomena in their own everyday lives. 
· In many areas of their lives, children and young people perceive that adults treat them with a lack of respect. Youngsters call for a break with imposed role models. Respect is not based on authority or age. It is important to them that people should deal with each other as equals and take each other equally seriously. Fundamental changes to social structures are needed if this is ever to become possible.   
· Children and young people express an unequivocal need to be involved in public life. This requires a flow of information tailored to children, media skills and structural scope for participation. They also need the essential free space and time to make good use of opportunities. Another aspect of the notion of free space is reflected in the issue of mobility. Youngsters would like to like to live their lives independently and take their own decisions. Unfortunately, however, the world is made by adults for adults. There is limited scope for children and young people. 

· More and more youngsters are also becoming keenly aware of being under intense pressure and that all members of society are heavily influenced by an obsession with commercial value. This perception underlies the youngsters’ demands for free space and free time that they can use and shape as they see fit as well as their rejection of pressure to perform, competition and stress at school. A few more findings are set our below by way of example. The full list can be read in the contents of the whinge board and of the utopian sky boards. 

The political sphere (See section IV(C) to (G) of the country report)
· The youngsters indicated that they were actually interested in many issues which were supposedly of no interest to young people. At the same time, however, they called for more child-friendly and youth-friendly information sources and more opportunities to express their views and influence decisions. 

The family sphere (See section V, particularly subsections A and E, of the country report)
· The children and young people very clearly expressed the view that there was too little time for families to spend together. They also complained that family life often left a lot to be desired in terms of equality, both between parents and children and among children.  

The environmental sphere (See sectionVI(B) of the country report)
· The children and young people made it very plain that they found it unacceptable to adopt a cavalier attitude to the environment. They criticised large industrial plants and the generation of waste as well as nuclear energy. They also called for more consideration of non-smokers. 

The school and leisure spheres (See section VII(A)(3), (B) and (C) of the country report)
· The youngsters emphasised that school premises often created a poor learning environment and therefore made it difficult to do well at school. For this reason they wanted an interval lounge in which pupils and teachers could meet on an equal footing away from their everyday roles and get to know each other personally. 

· They also mentioned that they would like to have more space available to them, including space which they can decorate themselves. They also said that they needed more time for themselves or the opportunity to determine how they used their own time. Many leisure activities are too expensive, which considerably restricts their accessibility, leading to early social marginalisation of children from disadvantaged backgrounds.

· The balance between education and leisure time is an important issue to children and young people. They all agreed that they liked learning and that the right to education was important to them. They also agreed, however, that long school days, combined with copious quantities of homework and the need to study in preparation for classroom tests, left little time for leisure activities. Moreover, leisure facilities were often too expensive, or their opening hours did not fit in with young people’s educational and work schedules. Their criticism of school life crystallised into a desire to have an input into decision-making in their schools. For the sake of a sustainable learning process, they should be involved in the shaping of the education system.

ANNEX I 
Summaries of the critiques and demands in the five spheres
The family sphere 

Critiques

· No time for me, my parents and us: Many children complained that their parents did not have enough time, because they had to work all day. And when parents came home they were often far too tired to occupy themselves with their children. There were even cases in which parents took out their workplace stress on their children. 

· No say: There were also very frequent complaints that the views of children were given little or no  consideration when family decisions were taken, even though the Convention on the Rights of the Child states that all children are to be allowed to express their views freely in all matters affecting them. 

· No equality: Another important issue was that of equality between siblings. In one family the little sister is allowed to do more things than her older brother, while in another family one sibling has to do a bigger share of the housework than the others.

· No grandma and grandpa: Many children and young people think it is a pity that grandparents often live so far away that scarcely any time can be spent with them.

· No healthy environment: When parents smoke, it poses a problem for all non-smokers in the family. It was mentioned that parents smoke in the living room or kitchen and that children have no means of escaping the smoke. That is certainly not healthy living. “And all our clothes – as well as Mum and Dad – stink like an old ashtray…”. 

Utopias

· More time for me, my parents and us: Children and young people call for working hours to be regulated in such a way that parents are left with enough time to look after their children, to help them with their homework and to have family outings. 

· More say: Youngsters believe it is high time they were actually involved in all decisions affecting them, whether they relate to the choice of summer holiday destination or plans to move house.

· More equality: Children and young people want a fair distribution of household tasks among all family members, be they children or adults.

· More grandma and grandpa: Many children said they wished grandma and grandpa lived with the family, because it would have many advantages: whenever parents had to work late, the grandparents could fetch children from school, help them with homework, make lunch and so on.

· A healthier environment: Youngsters want their parents to go outdoors, onto the balcony or at least to an open window to smoke. They say it would be even better if their parents gave up smoking. “That is healthier, and with the money they save we could have outings far more often with the whole family”.  

The school sphere

Critiques

· The balance between learning and leisure time is skewed, in the view of a surprisingly large number of children and young people. There is always too little time left for recreation and leisure. That applies at school, to the intervals between classes and to the time after school, when things like homework still have to be done and there is less and less free time for playing.  

· A great deal of criticism was also levelled at school buildings, classrooms, toilets, etc. Many pupils regard school as a place where they do not like to spend time and, in many cases, where they even feel uncomfortable. That has an influence on the atmosphere in the classroom, where  learning is simply not a pleasant experience, which makes it all the more difficult.  

· Interpersonal relationships at school also came in for criticism. There are scarcely any personal contacts between teaching staff and pupils. The youngsters also sensed a general lack of equality in relations among pupils and in dealings between teachers and pupils.  

· Exclusion, bullying and violence are almost everyday experiences for many pupils in the school context too. These phenomena are repeatedly encountered, for example, on the way to and from school and are therefore associated with school in the minds of children and young people.   

Utopias 

· The right to leisure time and recreation: School should become an integral part of life in the sense of a place where pupils, and indeed teachers, like to be. It should be a place where solidarity is practised, a place that offers scope for the fulfilment of individual needs and where knowledge can be effectively assimilated. This function could be performed with the aid of facilities such as a lounge that could be used by both teachers and pupils during the intervals. 

· The right to education: Children and young people want to learn, but they want to learn in a different way. They want to learn what interests them individually. They want to receive better support on those occasions when the learning process takes more time or goes less smoothly. They want to learn with each other, and they want different curricula and the elimination of pointless examinations. Children and young people have a conception of the way in which they want to learn. If they are to learn in the way that best suits them, all stakeholders must be given the opportunity to engage in joint discussion and take joint decisions.  

· The right of codetermination: Pupils want a say. They not only want to play a part in shaping school routines, classrooms, curricula and the learning process. They also have a pressing need to be able to tell their teachers when something is upsetting them. Accordingly, the youngsters also expect their teachers to show an interest in their impressions and opinions and in their suggestions for improvements.  

· The right to equality: Children and young people want to be on an equal footing with their teachers. This does not relate to subject teaching, in which they do expect their teachers to have superior knowledge and therefore recognise that teachers have particular rights as educators. They do, however, want to be on an equal footing in terms of personal rights; in this context, they very clearly express the need for pupils and teachers to be able to get to know each other personally, to be able to see things from each other’s point of view and to be treated with respect. They summed up this wish in a neat metaphor as “just swapping brains from time to time”.  

The leisure sphere
Critiques

· Too little time for leisure and recreation: School leaves pupils with insufficient leisure time, and trying to make the best use of free time is an increasingly stressful exercise. 

· Too little to do: There are too few opportunities for leisure activity in Germany, and those that do exist are far too expensive. Children in particular find it scandalous that children’s playgrounds are often very old as well as dangerous and are disfigured by refuse into the bargain. 

· Expensive and dangerous journeys: Youngsters are not always willing and able to use a bicycle to move around in towns and cities. Nor are they always willing and able to be transported by their parents. Yet there are often no other options, since bus and tram fares, for example, cost more than the youngsters receive in pocket money. The children and young people lamented the fact that not all of them were able to travel independently from A to B. 

Utopias

· More free facilities: Most of the participants considered it very important that there should be more facilities which children and young people could use for free. They also wanted youth centres to be open at weekends too. Buses, trams and trains should run more frequently and be free of charge.

· Less school and homework: To allow youngsters to use these numerous new facilities, the school day should be shortened, and less homework should be given. 

· More consideration: Adults should show more consideration for children and excuse occasional noise. The simple fact is that children are children, and playing just happens to generate noise.  

The political sphere

Critiques

· No say: The main target of criticism is the fact that children and young people have no say in political decisions and that politicians do not normally seek their opinions, even on matters that directly affect them, but take decisions over their heads. 

· No franchise: Young people under the age of 18 – or, in a few cases, 16 – cannot vote, nor is there any other forum or channel through which they can voice their opinion and help to bring about change. Young people do not even have a voice or a say on matters relating to their immediate neighbourhood, such as the design of play areas, let alone on education policy choices.

· No information: There were also gripes about the lack of good information sources for children. Most of the media, whether the press, radio or television, are made for adults. Accordingly, information is presented in a way that is far too boring and complex, which presumably makes it incomprehensible even to many adults. As a result, it is particularly difficult for children and young people to inform themselves – and those who do not know what is going on are excluded from the political debate.

· No money: One of the important issues for children is also a major concern of adults, namely money. Children believe that wealth is unfairly distributed and that too little money is spent on satisfying the needs of children and young people. 

· No free spaces: This is a particularly sore point. Wherever children and young people spend time, they are always being told what they are allowed to do or, in most cases, what they are not allowed to do, how they must behave and which rules they must observe. Children, however, want space in which they are free to decide what they want to do, what form their activities should take and what the rules should be. They simply want to experience a little more of the spirit of the Falken camp in their everyday lives. 
Utopias

· A full say: Young people and children want to have a voice, to have a say in decisions, and their needs and interests should be taken seriously. In other words, everyone should have the vote. That would be real equality. 

· Genuine free spaces: Children and young people want to establish their own rules and to determine what they learn. They want to decide themselves how much free time they have and what they do with it.

· Children have rights as human beings: Accordingly, children and young people call for an end to deportations, for decent living conditions and for freedom of residence throughout the world. For this reason there would be no prejudices and no Nazis in our utopia. 

· Money for everyone: Youngsters want a law limiting the excessive salaries paid to politicians and executives. They also want higher pay for employees and subsistence guarantees, in other words higher welfare payments to disadvantaged people.  

· Useful information: Children and young people must be given information that helps them to understand the world and its ramifications. To this end they need optimum individualised support to enable them to develop and find their own way in the world. 

The environmental sphere

Critiques

· Too much litter: It annoys children and young people to see litter strewn on children’s playgrounds and playing fields. Then there are those people who let their dogs do their business anywhere. Playing is no fun in these conditions. These things not only spoil the view; they also damage the environment. 

· Too few green spaces: Children and young people agree that there are too few green spaces where they can play. There may be a large grassed area outside their front door, but it has a sign saying “No ball games”. There are far too many cars. This is a statement with which very many children and young people can identify. They would rather have grassland and trees than car parks. Cars are loud and make dirt, so they want to be rid of them. If everyone cycled, the air would be cleaner and people healthier – and it would be better for the climate into the bargain. And trains should be free of charge so that plenty of people use them. 

· Far too much smoke: People who smoke also endanger children and young people who are innocent bystanders or who live with smokers. Youngsters do not want to be shrouded in tobacco fumes.

· More animal welfare: Animals are part of the environment too. Children find it intolerable that anyone should inflict pain on them or kill them so that people can wear furs or benefit from a new medicinal product, of which there are already umpteen on the market. 

Utopias

· A world without litter, in which people respect and protect the environment.

· A world in which far more people travel by bicycle and in which streets – or preferably green spaces – are for playing rather than for cars.

· A world in which people can afford good, healthy food.

· A world in which people can use renewables-powered public transport free of charge.

· A world in which people respect biodiversity and treat natural resources responsibly. 

ANNEX II 
Children’s and young people’s comments posted on the whinge boards 

CRITIQUE: Whinge board for the political sphere

Article 6: Right to the best possible life

Everything too expensive/No money at home

Article 12: Right to express views freely

We cannot vote

More co-determination

No franchise until the age of 16 or 18

Why are so many things forbidden for us?

Article 13: Right to freedom of expression and information

Adults who tell children how they should think

Article 14: Right to freedom of thought, consience and religion

Freedom of faith for children too?

Article 15: Right to freedom of association and of peaceful assembly

We are not allowed to demonstrate on our own

Article 17: Right of access to information

Information is not delivered in a child-friendly way

Politics is boring

Article 19: Right to protection from violence

Too much violence

Article 20: Protection for children deprived of their family

More protection for children and young people.

Article 22: Rights of children seeking refugee status

No more deportations

Article 24: Right to the highest attainable standard of health

Malnourishment resulting from poverty and inadequate education

Article 28: Right to education

School policies: hasty irrational decisions

Elitist private education

Article 31: Right to rest and leisure

Too little space for young people

Article 32: Protection from economic exploitation

Child labour

Article 34: Protection from sexual exploitation

Incest (rape)

Other points on the political whinge board

Politicians get too much money.

Pay rises for Members of Parliament

Too many prejudices

Nazis

CRITIQUE: Whinge board for the family sphere

Article 2: Right to freedom from discrimination

Exploitation/Inequality of rights

Inequality among siblings

Too much responsibility for siblings

Article 3: Consideration of the best interests of children

No family meals

Parents do not accept their children’s friends

No time spent with parents or siblings

Little parental attention

Article 12: Right to be heard

Not allowed to stay up as long as I want

Little time with my family

Contacts with family and friends prohibited

Too little trust

Not being allowed to play outdoors as long as we want

Too little parental support for children’s own decisions and acceptance of their opinions

Parents have hardly any time for their children

Parents do not listen

Children are not always allowed to have a say

Ignorance and lack of interest

Children’s rights when parents separate

Arguments with parents and siblings

No independent planning of household tasks

Not taken seriously enough and insufficient acceptance

Article 13: Right to freedom of expression and information

I am not allowed to say ‘no’. 

Article 16: Protection of privacy

Parents do not respect their children’s privacy

More personal space

Irritating siblings

No respect

Article 17: Right of access to information

Parents pay no attention to the kind of games their children are playing

Article 19: Right to protection from violence

Physical violence on the part of parents

Right to care and protection

Some parents inflict psychological damage on their children

Fear of one’s own mother

Children are beaten

Parents take out their stress on their children

No violence in the family

Violence

Article 24: Right to the highest attainable standard of health

Parents’ smoke in the presence of their children

Article 26: Right to benefit from social security and

Article 27: Right to an adequate standard of living

No holidays

Too little money for holidays, clothes, food, education and health care

Too little pocket money

Article 31: Right to rest and leisure

Too much housework

No money and too little time for cinema visits

Too little leisure time

CRITIQUE: Whinge board for the environmental sphere

Article 4: Implementation of the rights of the child

Infringement of children’s rights

Article 5: Respect for the responsibilities, rights and duties of parents

Parents have too little time

Article 6: Right to life

Child benefit insufficient

Child poverty

Article 12: Right to express views freely

Lack of a say in decision-making processes

Not being taken seriously

Article 24: Right to the highest attainable standard of health

Exhaust fumes

Waste/People scattering litter

Destruction of nature

Environmental pollution

Use of chemicals on fruit and vegetables

Conning consumers

Climate change

Nuclear and coal-fired power generation

Destruction of rainforests

Destruction of nature for the construction of buildings and roads 

Too few people cycle

Noise pollution

Rainforest clearance

Poisoning or killing animals

Smokers

Article 28: Right to education

School grades

Not enough intervals between classes at school

Not enough sleep during term time

Lack of support

Not everyone is allowed to take the final school examination (Abitur)

Too few teachers

Article 31: Right to rest and leisure

Grassed areas are not always usable

Dogs’ dirt is left all over the place

Stupid motorists who forbid children to play anywhere near cars

Scarcely any good places to play football, basketball, etc.

Design of public buildings

Too few playgrounds and swimming pools

Too few cycle paths

Article 33: Protection from the illicit use of drugs

People take drugs in children’s playgrounds

Other points on the whinge board

Animal experiments

Cruelty to animals

CRITIQUE: Whinge board for the school sphere

Article 31: Right to rest and leisure

Too much time spent in school

There is too much homework

Lots of homework, even when the weather is good

Too much work, e.g. housework

Too little leisure time

Bad teachers and educationalists

Inadequately equipped schools

Article 28: Right to education

School buildings (filthy toilets, ugly classrooms and thin walls)

Learning environment and large class sizes

Centralised final examinations

School system (guaranteed lessons, eight years of senior secondary school (Gymnasium), centralised Abitur and all-day schools)

Unnecessary examinations

Inequality of opportunity

Bad equipment

Strict teachers

Pressure to achieve good grades

Article 24: Right to the highest attainable standard of health

Insufficient cleanliness in schools

Article 2: Right to freedom from discrimination

Teachers unfair or incompetent

Bullying

Why are teachers allowed to shout at us, when we are not allowed to shout at them?

Article 12: Right to be heard and

Article 13: Right to freedom of expression and information

Teachers are too bossy

We are not allowed to take any part in school decision-making

Learning useless material

Too few resources and those that do exist are misused

Article 29: Affirmation of fundamental values in children’s education and  

Article 19: Right to protection from violence

Too much violence in schools

Bullying and violence between pupils

Violence

Exclusion

Bullying

Aggression

Cases of rape are trivialised

Article 30: Rights of children from minorities

No equal rights

Article 29: Affirmation of fundamental values in children’s education

Previously taught material is not repeated enough, and pupils’ needs are not adequately addressed

Child labour in Third World countries (McDonald’s, H&M, etc.) 

Child-trafficking

CRITIQUE: Whinge board for the leisure sphere

Article 4: Implementation of children’s rights

Financial difficulties (families and government)

Article 5: Respect for the responsibilities, rights and duties of parents

Parents have too little time for their children (job; can’t be bothered)

Article 18: Recognition of parental responsibilities and assistance to parents in the discharge of their responsibilities

To few leisure facilities to ease the burden on parents

Article 16: Protection of privacy

Adult intrusion

Rules

Ban on contacts with boyfriend or girlfriend

Constant surveillance

Young people or parents sending children out of the room.

Article 19: Right to protection from violence

Violence/Beatings

No protection from bullying

Article 23: Special rights of disabled children

Children left on their own

Article 24: Right to the highest attainable standard of health

Dirty and antiquated children’s playgrounds

Too few leisure amenities

Too little playground equipment

Too few parks and green areas

Dogs’ dirt in children’s playgrounds

Article 26: Right to benefit from social security

Many leisure facilities are too expensive

Leisure time is too expensive

Too few leisure facilities

Youth centres are closed at weekends

Too little money for leisure facilities

More playgrounds and equipment; more space

Attractive leisure facilities are too expensive

Poor transport services (buses, trains, cycle paths)

Article 29: Affirmation of fundamental values in children’s education

Pollution

Watch less TV

Article 31: Right to rest and leisure

Too little money

Leisure activities – swimming, cinema, etc. – cost too much

Too few youth centres and playgrounds

Too little leisure time because of school

Homework and studying for tests

School leaves children with no free time

Too little time for anything

Too much time spent in school

Too much homework

Too much to learn

Bedtime too early

Constant criticism and permanent pressure

Too little free time

Having to help with the housework after doing homework

Pressure to lead an active social life outside school

Exploitation by the family (housework; family businesses)

Very few people are aware of the right to rest and leisure

ANNEX III 
Children’s and young people’s comments posted on the utopian sky boards
DEMANDS: Utopian sky board for the political sphere

· More pay

· Animals to live wild

· Every child should have a family

· Opportunities for personal development

· A clean environment

· Decent living standards throughout the world

· Free right of residence throughout the world

· A world without violence

· Child-friendly information

· Satisfaction of basic needs (improvement of the Hatz IV package of labour reforms)

· Franchise for everyone

· Full right of codetermination

· Children’s rights taken seriously

· We want to decide what we want to learn

· We want to make our own rules

· We want to decide how much daily free time we have

· Equal rights for everyone

· Best possible individual support

· No prejudices or Nazis

· More teachers

· No forced child labour

· A law against unjustified increases in politicians’ pay

DEMANDS: Utopian sky board for the family sphere

· All family members loved equally

· Everyone spends the household budget together, and no money to be spent on stupid things (alcohol and cigarettes)

· More swimming pools

· Same school for everyone

· Quality label for products manufactured without child labour; import ban in the long-term for products involving child labour

· No one to be subjected to abuse

· Everyone has equal rights

· Parents and children learn from one another

· Every family should spend a lot of time together (more holidays)

· All children should spend – or be able to spend – as much time with their families as they want

· Every child should have equal rights

· Children should be able to learn things

· All people have their own opinions, and so do children

· There are no conflicts, and everyone has equal rights

· Every child should learn to write

· Trusting each other and being able to rely on each other

· Being able to accept and offer help

· Help with homework when you don’t understand what was taught in school

· Every child should have enough to eat

· Pulling together

· Equal rights

· All children should have a Mum who looks after them

· Everyone should have his or her own private domain, such as a diary

· Children should be allowed to take part in decision-making about things like outings

· Divide up the spheres

· Several generations should live under the same roof

· Every child has a right to have parents

· Everyone helping each other

· No violence among family members

· Taking decisions together

· All family members have their freedom as well as their duties

· Non-violent parents

· Undertaking things with the whole family

· No one is disadvantaged, and everyone has the same rights; disagreements are resolved sensibly without huge quarrels

DEMANDS: Utopian sky board for the environmental sphere

· Respectful treatment

· Renewable energy sources

· Clean up the world

· Peace

· A world without poison and pollution

· A bit of nature for everyone

· Everyone protecting the environment

· Good, healthy food

· Preserving diversity and habitats

· Intact rainforests and plenty of animals

· No school or university tuition fees at all

· Good products sold at affordable prices

· Teaching people what nature is and what it means

· Keeping air and water clean and saving water

· Leisure activities should be cheaper

· More flowers and trees

· Fewer cars and more bicycles and cycle paths

· Protecting habitats and creating new ones

· Green areas in town and city centres (pleasant surroundings and ban on mobiles)

· No more litter dropping and refuse dumping in the countryside

· No child soldiers

· Enough money for everyone

· No toxic substances

· Money for environmental protection in every country

· Sports grounds with equipment hire

· More and better equipped animal sanctuaries

· We will do more to support children’s rights

· Green classrooms and outdoor lessons

DEMANDS: Utopian sky board for the school sphere

· Drug-free zones

· Lounges for pupils and teachers

· More hygiene

· School gardens

· Only one form of school

· Clean and attractive school buildings

· All children to have a roof over their head

· Nicer school grounds

· Teachers seeking pupils’ honest opinions

· Clean toilets

· New initiatives in classroom teaching and active learning

· Enough materials for everyone

· A preventive programme against bullying and racism

· Equal opportunities for all children to leave school with a qualification

· Solidarity with poorer children

· More ergonomic design and full wheelchair access

· Codetermination, pupil administration and democracy

· Small class sizes

· Teachers addressing children’s needs

· Equal rights for boys and girls

· Early school closure in hot weather

· Longer interval and more free time

· I wish that teachers’ feet were tickled whenever they gave children rows or collected homework.

· Allow chewing gum in class

· No homework and more lessons instead

· No homework over the weekend or on holidays
· Schools without violence

· Individual support

· Shorter school days

· Later switch to secondary school

· Friends

· That my friends stop excluding me and that we have a lot of fun together

· Parents should have more time for their children

· No school or university tuition fees

· Less pressure at school and more free time

DEMANDS: Utopian sky board for the leisure sphere

· Interesting and well-maintained playgrounds and youth centres

· Skateboard training

· Better equipping of schools

· Games, sport and fun

· Meeting friends and playing

· More things for young people to do

· More tolerance of children and their games

· Worldwide enforcement of children’s rights

· More space for children

· Parents who listen to us

· Right of access to the Internet for communication

· Chilling out and listening to music

· Die Falken
· More leisure centres (Article 18)

· More freedoms (Article 31)

· Free admission everywhere

· Low-priced leisure activities

· Abolition of system of separate schools 

· More free time, fewer duties

· No homework

· Youth-friendly prices

· Right of self-determination

· Relaxation

· Friends

· More free time

· Free time without ‘rules’

· Places for young people to hang out

· More government support for youth centres

�Associations sind meistens Serviceagenturen FÜR Jugendliche, aber nicht VON Jugendlichen
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